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The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM (UfM; French: Union pour la Méditerranée,
Arabic: الإتحاد من أجل المتوسط  Al-Ittiḥād min ajl al-Mutawassaṭ) is an
intergovernmental Euro-Mediterranean organization which brings 27 EU member
states, 15 Southern Mediterranean countries are members of the UfM: Albania,
Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Mauritania,
Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Palestine, Syria (suspended), Tunisia and Turkey.
Libya is an observer.

European countries classification in taking into account ones that on
Mediterranean shore such as Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Slovenia
and Spain.

December 2021 SkyMinder Newsletter



© 2021 CRIF s.p.a.  - All rights reserved www.skyminder.com

Regional Human Development
Business Development
Higher Education & Research
Social & Civil Affairs

Regional Sustainable Development
Water & Environment
Energy and Climate actions
Transport and Urban Development

The UfM's goal is to enhance regional cooperation, dialogue and the implementation
of concrete projects and initiatives with tangible impact on our citizens.

Three are the pillar of Union of Mediterranean activities: Human Development,
Integration and Stability.

Project can be divided into different areas:

Source: https://ufmsecretariat.org/
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History

It was founded on 13 July 2008 at the Paris Summit for the Mediterranean, with an
aim of reinforcing the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (Euromed) that was set up
in 1995 as the Barcelona Process. Its general secretariat is located in Barcelona,
Spain.

Step by step

1995 Launch of the Barcelona Process with the aim to strengthen relations
between Europe and the Southern Mediterranean countries, in the framework of
an enhanced Euro-Mediterranean association that contributes to achieve peace
and security in the region.
2008 Launch of the Union for the Mediterranean. The Union for the Mediterranean
was launched by a decision of the UfM Heads of State and Government in Paris in
July 2008.
2010 UfM secretariat creation in Barcelona, Spain. 

Source: https://ufmsecretariat.org/
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90% of all EU-Mediterranean trade takes place within EU, Souht-South trade is
only 1%
30% of unemployment is related to people having a College or University
educcation, while the percentage is lower for those without
50% of households in MENA region have access to Internet
20% faster, warming is affecting Mediterranean region if compared to global
average
9% of the world’s biodiversity is concentrated in Mediterranean sea, whreas
Mediterranean represents less than 1% of the global ocean surface
More than 250 million inhabitants the Mediterranean costs will experience an
increae of water stress by 2040

Source: Union for Mediterranean 2020 Annual Report

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barcelona_Process
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
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The governance of the UfM is based on co-decision and shared responsibility
between the two shores of the Mediterranean and is structured to promote
interactions among Member States.

Co-Presidency
The governance of the Union for the Mediterranean is established through a process
designed to ensure co-ownership of the decisions and shared responsibility by the
Northern and Southern Mediterranean countries. The UfM is chaired by a co-
presidency shared between the two shores.

Senior officials' Meeting (SOM)
The members of the Union for the Mediterranean meet on a regular basis at the level
of Senior Officials from the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the 42 UfM countries, EU
institutions and the League of Arab States. The Senior Officials Meetings (SOM)
provide the framework to discuss the current political context and coordinate the
work of the UfM Secretariat. They approve the budget and work programme of the
Secretariat and set the basis to prepare the Ministerial Meetings. They also discuss
the project proposals submitted for approval and endorsement. The Senior Officials
take decisions by consensus.

Secretariat
Based in Barcelona, the UfM Secretariat is the platform to operationalise decisions
taken by Member States, through the preparation of Ministerial meetings, the
facilitation of regional dialogue platforms and the development of strategic regional
projects. The UfM Secretariat operates under the direction of the Secretary General,
supported by six Deputy Secretary Generals (DSGs), each in charge of a sectorial
division: Business Development and Employment, Social & Civil Affairs, Higher
Education & Research, Water & Environment, Transport & Urban Development and
Energy & Climate Action.



The Secretary General and the DSGs are appointed by the Member States for a three-
years term, renewable once. Three DSGs are nominated by EU countries and three by
Southern and Eastern countries.
The UfM Secretariat team consists of more than 60 international staff members from
over 20 countries, including diplomatic and technical personnel seconded by
Member States and partner institutions such as the European Commission, the
European Investment Bank (EIB) and France’s Caisse des Dépôts.

Source: https://ufmsecretariat.org/
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Trade Intensity in the world
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Average trade facilitation performance, Union of Mediterranean
countries and subregions

Most of the UfM countries are relatively similar about 11 indicators that are showing
average trade facilitator performance. Indicators are related to documentation
requirements related to harmonization, cooperation with neighbouring and third
countries, automation of necessary trade formalities, governance and impartiality,
fee and charges, advance ruling, procedures.

The share of the Union of Mediterranean in the world’s merchandise
exports – 1996-2018
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Main export destinations for Union of Mediterranean sub regions, 2018 -
% ot total export.

Evolution of the share in total exports by country since 2005-2018 or
latest year

BiH – Bosnia and Herzegovina
P.A. – Palestinian Authority

SOURCE: OECD (Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development)
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SkyMinder is the worldwide CRIF platform helping you to take decisions based on
high quality information. If you are required to evaluate a business partner in Union
for Mediterranean, or in country dealing with companies in above area, a customer
or a supplier, during a risk evaluation process or for compliance requirements or a
cyber risk assessment, SkyMinder is the right solutions. 


